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the bellows of the spray. A few years later Lister was placed in
an awkward position when the queen asked him to make a public
statement opposing " vivisection," which was then the subject
of a Royal Commission. In a tactful reply he explained why he
could not do so ; nevertheless this incident, it is said, delayed
his honour of a baronetcy by several years.
The second Edinburgh period was probably the happiest part
of Lister's life. He was now at the summit of his fame, and very
popular with his students, while his clinic attracted many distin-
guished foreign visitors. In 1875 ^e visited Germany, and was
received with enthusiasm in a country which was then eager to
adopt new ideas. An equally warm welcome awaited him in
America, when he attended an international congress at Phila-
delphia in September 1876.
His Work and Later Tears in London
In 1877, the year of Lister's fiftieth birthday. Sir William
Fergusson died, and Lister was invited to fill the vacant Chair
of Clinical Surgery at King's College, London. When the Edin-
burgh students heard of this, seven hundred of them signed a
petition imploring him to remain. Lister, however, was a man
with a mission. His antiseptic doctrine, accepted in almost every
part of the world, had made little headway in London. So to
London he went, taking with him as his assistants Watson Cheyne
and John Stewart. The reception was somewhat chilly. Students
were apathetic, nurses even hostile, colleagues critical or dis-
interested. Surgeons were even horrified when he opened the
knee joint to wire a fractured patella, yet they could not but
admire his results. Gradually the critics were disarmed, and
Lister's system was adopted.
He took a keen interest in the foundation of a British Pasteur
Institute for the treatment of hydrophobia, opened in 1897. The
Jenner Institute, as it was called at first, had a much wider scope
than that of a Pasteur Institute, embracing as it did the study
and treatment of all infective diseases. In 1903 it became the
Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine, Lister's friendship with
Pasteur has been mentioned, and also the famous meeting at
the Sorboirne on Pasteur's seventieth birthday (p. 285). That
year, 1893, Lister reached the retiring age, and resigned his chair
and hospital appointment.
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